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Firstly for those of you that don’t know me I am a PhD student at Massey University 
who has been researching falcons in Kaingaroa forest for the last three years. 
Previously I have worked for DoC and overseas for the Mauritian Wildlife 
Foundation with the Mauritius kestrel, and for The Peregrine fund in Madagascar with 
their fish eagle. I have always had a great fascination with birds of prey and coming to 
live in New Zealand from the UK and having the chance to work with the falcon has 
been a huge thrill. I look forward to meeting more RANZ members and to hopefully 
helping RANZ move forward into new and exciting times.  

 
It has been an active 12 months for members of RANZ, with many birds having been 
rehabbed, new projects started and several others continuing. It feels like an exciting 
phase in the history of RANZ and keeping up with all that is going on is proving to be 
a challenge! 
 
The executives met on 22nd April, or some of us did, I still haven’t had confirmation 
of this but I hear Chris’s car had a few problems on the way, and Shane had some 
lame excuse about being in Mongolia chasing eagles or something!? But anyhow, 
those of us that did make it discussed all manner of things, and below is a summary of 
what was discussed and decided. 
 
Firstly it was decided to re-establish an annual field meet. It was suggested that 
because of the large population of falcons found in Kaingaroa forest, the potential to 
aid with ongoing research and the chance to be able to introduce new members to 
wild falcons relatively easily, that this should be a regular venue from now on. Other 
field meets should also be encouraged but it was decided that a field meet to 
Kaingaroa should be made the annual event. The dates were set for this as the last 
weekend in November and the first in December (with the opportunity to also stay for 
the week in between). Members are encouraged to stay for the full week and the 
AGM will be held on one of the two weekends depending on suitability. It was 
decided that this field trip would be open to members only due to a need to restrict 
numbers and the permitting system in Kaingaroa forest. 
 
The big car sticker project is now in full swing with printing taking place as I write! 
Every financial RANZ member will receive one complimentary sticker and additional 
stickers will be made available at $5 a piece. New members or those re-joining as 
financial members will also receive a sticker. We hope this will go some way to 
raising the profile of RANZ and is one way of advertising the new website. 
 
Talking of the website, the national falcon survey and website which Dave Bell is 
spearheading were discussed at length. For those of you that weren’t at the AGM this 
year, the aim of the survey project is to collate falcon records nationwide to more 
accurately map the distribution of falcon. There are large gaps in our knowledge as to 
where falcons are still found in New Zealand and although it will not tell us 
population size, the aim is to get a better understanding of what the threats are and 
where potential release sites may be needed. For any of you who would like to 
contribute to this project please contact Dave Bell, we would like this to be a RANZ 
project and as such it would be great to get as many members involved as possible. 
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Further details will be available when our website is up and running which is getting 
very close now. A designer has been brought on board and the final changes have 
been made. So watch this space! 
 
An overriding issue brought up several times was the lack of current financial 
members. In total we only have 14 currently paid up members nationwide. However 
we certainly have a much larger non- paid membership than this! If we are to progress 
and achieve anything we do need fully paid members. We discussed why we have so 
few paid members and more importantly, so few new members and decided that 
currently we may not be offering enough to our members. I think a regular field trip, 
the new website, ongoing research involvement in Kaingaroa and Malborough, and 
new initiatives such as the national falcon survey will help change this (as well as 
stickers obviously!). We are also looking at revising the training manual and starting 
up a whole new system of training and permitting, which will help and encourage 
people into rehabbing and flying birds. Without financial membership we cannot and 
will not be able to continue as a serious contributor to the conservation of New 
Zealand’s raptors. For those of you who have not paid your subs yet this year, I urge 
you to do this now, subs will continue to be collected at the AGM each year but for 
those of you that have not paid yet please, again, pay up! We will not be sending 
newsletters out to those who have not paid subs from now on and although we feel it 
is a great shame to potentially lose some membership we feel that it is time that things 
changed. However I hope we wont lose any of you, your involvement in RANZ is 
encouraged and every member is valued. Being a member of RANZ is an opportunity 
to contribute to ensuring New Zealand’s raptors persist, to find out more about them 
and to teach others to understand them also. We believe as an organisation there is a 
lot we can achieve. 
 
Finally, we did discuss other issues but a birthday cake with a falcon on it (!!) and the 
pub called so we officially left it there! I look forward to seeing you at the AGM and 
field trip in Kaingaroa forest this summer. 
 
Cheers Rich 
 
;�������
 �����<
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It has been another great year for the research team in Kaingaroa Forest. This year 
there were four of us: Richard Seaton of course, Matthew Clement and I have 
returned for a second season, and we welcomed David Brill to Kaingaroa. Up into 
December the focus was on finding pairs and nests, then Dave and I got stuck into 
radiotracking breeding pairs and juveniles for the remaining 10 weeks while Rich and 
Matt continued surveying compartments. 
 
Every year more nests are being found, and this year we found 40 pairs, with 37 
breeding attempts among them. Over 60 falcons were banded this year, many of these 
were chicks and fledglings, however there were 5 adult breeding pairs that until now 
had remained unbanded. This indicates that we may have banded close to the entire 
Kaingaroa population over the last three years. 
 
Early in December John Holland joined us in the field. We caught an adult male and a 
juvenile male and attached satellite transmitters to them. Four weeks later (during the 
RANZ fieldmeet weekend) I saw the juvenile male, still in the home compartment and 
flying strongly with an aerial sticking high off his back. 
 
The southern half of the forest, especially near Te Awa camp, produced a high density 
of pairs – in one instance two pairs attempted to breed at opposite ends of a single 
compartment (one nest failed prior to fledging)! Having found five pairs within 10km 
of each other, this group was chosen to be radiotracked to find territory and home 
range data at high density. The week prior to the RANZ AGM in Marlborough was a 
mad rush to catch adults and attach radio transmitters. We returned refreshed, and still 
somewhat queasy, ready to get into the tracking. 
 
Dave and I tracked well for the first week then transmitter failure resulted in their 
switching to a 55 minute on/off cycle. From 8 hour days gathering 8 hours of data, we 
worked 10 hour days to recuperate 6 hours worth of data. Over 10 weeks Dave and I 
racked up 300 hours of radiotracking data and over 500 hours of nestwatch data, 
which will bury Richard in months of work for the winter! 
 
Unfortunately the transmitter failure also occurred during the ideal period to collect 
data and samples from the growing chicks, so many made it to fledging before being 
banded. With the help of those who made it up to Kaingaroa for the RANZ fieldmeet, 
we later caught and banded 10 juveniles. 
 
Over the season Dave and I took countless photographs and some rare footage, 
including three young chicks huddling in a scrape, and Rich’s bravado as he’s being 
beaten around the head by a particularly aggressive male. We have contributed these 
to the RANZ media database for all to enjoy! 
 
Although this summer was the final field season for Richards PhD work, the success 
of the falcon in Kaingaroa calls for continued monitoring of the population and great 
opportunities for future research. 

�
���
����������
 �
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In an attempt to obtain an understanding of the presence and distribution of the NZ 
falcon in Taranaki a collation of available sighting records was undertaken in late 
2004 and a report produced. A copy of this report is available on the Raptor 
Association of NZ website at www.ranz.org.nz  
 
A total of 113 records of sightings of falcon were collected. These date from 1981 to 
September 2004. There were four sources: 
 

�� NZ Wildlife Service – Fauna Survey 1981 (New Plymouth Area Office, 
Department of Conservation), 21 records. 

�� Database of sighting records – Stratford Area Office, Department of 
Conservation, 65 records. 

�� Barry Hartley – Regional Representative Ornithological Society of 
New Zealand, 17 records. 

�� Dave Bell – Native Birds Taranaki, 10 records. 
 
To better show the regional spread of these sightings, three maps were produced using 
a Geographical Information System (GIS). One map displayed the 21 records from 
the 1981 Fauna Survey by the then NZ Wildlife Service, whilst a second illustrated 
the distribution of the 22 sighting records from within the boundaries of Egmont 
National Park.  
 
The third map, illustrated below, (Figure 1) produced shows the remaining 70 sighting 
records for the period 1992 to September 2004. It should be noted that there is a slight 
bias to the area covered by the Stratford Area Office (DOC) as most of these sightings 
came from that office’s database. 
 
Since production of the report in October 2004 a further 112 sighting records for 
Taranaki have been received. To date no confirmed nesting site has been found, but a 
new season is about to start so watch this space! 
 
 
Dave Bell 
Native Birds Taranaki 
nativebirds@xtra.co.nz  
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Figure 1. New Zealand Falcon sightings in the Taranaki from 1992 to September 2004 
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Kaingaroa Forest Field Trip  - ���������	
�	���� 	

 
20-22nd January 2006 
(Steve Lawrence, Dave Bell, Richard Seaton, Dave Brill, Shane McPherson,  
Noel Hyde, Rodney Owen, Matt Clement, Ted Kirk, Laurie Hoverd, Susie Curry) 

 
FINDING TE AWA CAMP 
 
Having finished work (in Wellington) at 6.30pm on Friday night, I battled the  
holiday traffic to make my way to Taupo, stopping along the way for dinner,  
supplies and fuel – turns out, getting to Taupo was the easy part. 
 
“major turn-off” , they said. 
(a dirt road, sign-posted 3-4 metres in) 
 
At around midnight I found the turn-off to Low Level Road (with less ease than I had 
expected) and zeroed the counter. 
 
“approximately 24km” , they said. 
They were certainly covering all bases with that “approximately”! 
 
The road was rough going and I had many a close encounter with rabbits and  
hares along the way. At 23kms I started looking out for Wainuku Arterial Road.  
On my right I passed 3 tracks leading off into the forestry, all ranging between  
23 & 26kms from the Napier-Taupo Road, none of which were sign-posted or  
could be deemed a “major intersection”, but given that Low Level Road had been 
described as a “major turn-off”, I decided this could have many interpretations and 
I certainly didn’t get the feeling I would be coming across a major intersection  
anywhere out here!! Over the next 45 mins I tried out each of the 3 tracks in an  
attempt to find Te Awa Camp – All the while wondering why no-one had bothered 
to tell me I would have been better off with a 4WD this weekend. 
 
Eventually, I went back out onto Low Level Road and continued on for another  
5kms where, all of a sudden, I was back on tar seal and confronted with... yep,  
you guessed it... a major intersection, clearly sign-posted Wainuku Arterial Road  
and a smaller sign that confirmed I had indeed found Te Awa Camp. I felt an  
overwhelming sense of relief wash over me – I made it!!! or at least that’s what I  
thought! 
 
“Our camp is in the middle of some trees” , they said. 
Well, that was particularly useful to know in the middle of a forest!! 
 
I drove along for a while and came to a large clearing, with nothing resembling a 
camp-site or any sign of life for that matter. By now, I was getting a little flustered. 
How could I be so close and yet, still lost? Could they be camping a couple of  
metres in from the tree-line? The night was pitch black. 
 
I went back out to the intersection and started over, this time trying a small track  
signposted “water-supply”. It was then that I caught sight of a faint light off in the  
distance – like an oasis in the desert – Steve had left the camper van’s side light  
on for me. 
 
At last! 
 
We (Steve and I) pitched my tent in the dark just as the rain started to close in. Noel  
emerged from his tent and pretended to be helpful by holding a torch in the general 
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direction and laughing at me hammering tent pegs in my corporate attire at 2  
o’clock in the morning in the middle of the bush. Being the only female, I  
continued to cop flack for the entire weekend for having arrived in long black  
boots, skirt and pink jacket – no-one was willing to let that one go! However, I did  
managed to earn some respect with the lads, who later admitted that they thought 
I would never find the place and especially not in the dark – apparently a wee  
search was planned for the morning to see how far I’d got – nice! 
 
�����������������������������������	
������
	���	
������
	���	
������
	���	
������
	� ���
After everyone had emerged from their various tents and had some breakfast,  
we split off into 3 groups, each assigned 3 nest sites. 
 
Our goal – banding Kaingaroa’s juvenile falcons 
 
Richard Seaton, Dave Bell and myself, piled into a truck with our packed 
lunches, binoculars/camera, banding equipment and balchatri trap with 3 
sparrows and a chaffinch. Our first assignment... Compartment 498 (A forestry 
block, accessible via a road I had pre-familiarised myself with the night before!). 
 
Off to a “flying start” 
Whilst transferring our birds from their cage into the balchatri, Richard 
performed an unscheduled ‘release’ of 2 of the sparrows – Dave and I watched 
with amusement (and Rich cursed) as the two fl ew free. 
 
Compartment 498 is home to one very vocal and extremely aggressive adult 
female. Of all of the birds in the Kaingaroa Forest, this was one to be feared – 
she had earned Richard’s respect through previous experiences (apparently 
enough to bring a man to his knees and well up his eyes with tears!). This 
seasons clutch had produced just one chick, a male, who now sat on a branch 
extending vertically from the log that sheltered the nest site. Within the nest 
was the remains of an egg that had broken. So, with caution and a branch held 
high above his head for protection (very comical!), Rich set off towards the 
nest site with balchatri in hand.  
 
At 37 days old, we were unsure of how well our boy could fl y and the extent of 
his hunting instincts, so Richard (dodging multiple attacks from the female) 
placed the trap within his range of sight and rejoined us by the truck to observe. 
We watched and waited for quite some time, with little or no interest from the 
male – the female, getting more and more restless and kekking incessantly. 
 
After a while we decided to move the trap closer and the 3 of us set off across 
the debris with branches held above our heads. The female dive-bombed us 
continually with steep swoops and loud kekking – obviously quite willing to take 
on all 3 of us!! 
 
With her impressive combination of stealth and spee d, I soon 
became very wary of silence!  At any moment she would appear from 
nowhere (far too close for comfort) and with a loud kek, her wings would create 
a stir in the air around my face. 
 
Aside from mild curiosity and some bobbing, the male showed no sign of 
leaving his perch to check out the sparrow and chaffinch playing happily in the 
trap below. Typically, another few days would see his interest and instinct to 
hunt increase significantly.  
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Having not yet seen that he could fl y, it was suggested that we may try 
catching him. With the female still on attack, I got Dave and Rich to cover my 
back long enough to take some photos and tried my luck with getting closer. 
We were within 5 metres when he started to get uneasy and took to the air. He 
flew well, easily covering the 50 metres necessary to reach a vantage point on 
a large boulder (a spot the adult female had frequented throughout the 
morning). It soon became apparent we wouldn’t be banding him today – it was 
time to move on. 
 
Back in the truck we made our way to Compartment 651, where we hoped to 
find 3juvenile falcons (2 females & 1 male – approximately 60 days old). Our 
first 10 minutes at Compartment 651 were met with silence and inactivity. We 
set out (on foot) down the tree line, and had gone no more than 20 metres, 
when curiosity got the better of one of the young females. Dave and I saw her 
first as she emerged from the trees and flew towards Richard. We yelled out 
and he turned just in time to see her as she swooped in to check him out – her 
attitude, very different to that of 498’s feisty adult female. She alighted on a 
nearby tree to watch as we ran back to the truck to get the Balchatri. 
 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ���� �!���������������� ��������
"����#����$���������!�%&'� ������ ��������(�)))������� ��������(�)))������� ��������(�)))������� ��������(�)))�!���� ����* !���� ����*!���� ����*!���� ����*� ���
�
Dave and I got the banding equipment from the truck while Rich hooded her and 
worked to release the juvenile from the nylon nooses around her feet and talons. 
We took some photos, recorded her weight and various measurements and 
banded her with a unique sequence of colour bands and an individually numbered 
metal band. 
 
We removed her hood and I was given the honour of her release... awe inspired by 
the sight of her leaving my hands to fl y gracefully down the line of trees to freedom. 
 
It had been an exciting and eventful morning so far and just as we were discussing 
the prospect of taking a quick break for lunch, we spotted the juvenile male. 
 
Lunch could definitely wait! 
 
	��������!���������!�����!���� ���������+���������� ������'���,�������������-)�	���'�
���������%'�!�������"����������������� �����!���� � ����������-�������)�����������,��
./���������!��������%�!����� ���������������������� �� ������������!�������������
����)))���(������ ���)�
�
������0.102�������'��� ���(����"����������%������� �����!������'�����(�������%�
���������������� �������� �������������)����������� ������3��4���������������������
!��� ������"��-��� ���(������������'�"������������� ��%�������� �������������'�
��������������%��� ������ ��� �������!������������� ��������������"��������%!����)�
�
��������� ������������������ ��� ������������ ����� �����������������������������
"���-'�!���������� � ��!��������������������������� ��� ��������������������� �
������������������������������%�"���-�������������� � )������ ������!�%��(���!����
����������� ��� �������������������� �������������� �����"��� )�5����������'�!��
���� �-�--������ ������� ������������#�(����������� ��������������������������)�
������������ ������������ ���������%�!���� )�
�
�(���������,������������������!������������� ������ ������(������������� ���!�����
������#�(��������� ������ ����������'���������!���� ���-���������������"������
����������������������!��� ����������)������������� '���� �-�--���� ��!���������������
������� ���������������������� '��� ������!�%�'������(���� ����������4�� ��������� �+�
���������� ��������������"��(��������!�����������!� �� �����������"������"(�����
 ��� (������)�
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Eventually (and a little reluctantly), we decided to move on to our next block 
(compartment 301), about half an hour’s drive away. From here things get a 
little sketchy – my night’s driving and eventful day in the forest finally caught up 
with me and the (not so) gentle rocking of the truck over rough terrain, sent me 
to sleep. 
 
After being hassled for sleeping on the job, to my relief, I was told 
Compartment 301 was completely uneventful and I hadn’t missed a thing. We 
were only there for half an hour and vowed to return the next day. 
 
Driving back to camp we wondered how the others had got on and whether 
they’d had had much success over the course of the day. We soon learnt that, 
as exciting as our day had been, we certainly had not been the most 
productive team out there in the field. 
 
Shane, Steve, Ted and Rodney... 
Their first compartment was home to 3 juveniles of around 50 days... 2 of which 
they managed to successfully trap and band. At their second compartment, the 
adult female was particularly protective of her 2 young chicks and to the 
amusement of the others, Shayne appeared to be the main focus of her aggression. 
Neither chick was trapped.  
 
Of the 3 juveniles at the third block, they trapped the male and found it to be one of 
John Holland’s GPS falcons, fi tted with a transmitting device. Unfortunately, 
neither of the 2 females showed any interest in the trap. 
 
Safe to say... Dave (Brill), Matt, Laurie and Noel had had the  
most fun. 
(I’m sure they must have cheated somehow!) 
 
At their first compartment they trapped and banded a juvenile female, of around 50 
days, and also trapped and released the (already banded) adult female. 
 
And here’s where it gets really exciting... 
At Compartment 168, they trapped and banded all 3 juveniles (2 males and 1 
female of approximately 60 days), two of which were on the trap at the 
same time, so you can imagine the chaos... um, I mean cool, calm efficiency 
that followed! 
 
(Still not sure how I got to be writing the article with fi rst-hand witnesses to this sort 
of action in our midst!) 
 
At their 3rd compartment, although nothing was trapped, there was plenty of 
swooping and interest from the juveniles. 
 
Back at camp, after comparing the days events and successes, we tackled the 
next priority... Food. Steve cranked up the BBQ and we reunited the boys (Richard, 
Dave, and Shane) with food, not originating in a can. The green 
things? ...vegetables! Shane appeared not to have eaten in a month and 
enthusiastically demolished large quantities of food. 
 
Inundated with midges and huhu beetles, we eventually moved into the camper 
van where we stayed until Steve kicked us out at midnight. The evening was 
quieter than usual with the absence of the Noel and Chris duo, but we (Rich, Dave, 
Matt and I), managed to last a bit longer before turning in. 
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DAY TWO IN THE FOREST 
 
After saying our goodbyes, Richard, Steve, Rodney, Dave (Bell) and I headed back to Compartment 301 to 
check up on the 2 juveniles there. 
 
Rodney and Dave set off for the nest site, while Steve, Rich and I took the track – 
Richard falling unexpectedly (but, somewhat gracefully) to his hands and knees after tripping on his 
shoelaces! Hehe... sorry Rich, you know I had to put that in! 
 
Eventually locating both the juvenile male and female, Dave and I communicated 
via Rodney’s long-range two-way radios to keep them in sight. There was a lot of whining (by the falcons) to 
indicate that they had taken an interest but, although they were both flying well, they appeared to not know 
what to do and preferred to call for mum. 
 
After a while (and several repositioning of the trap), we decided to move on – this time returning to 
Compartment 651 or more accurately, the mature forestry block across the road. Sure enough, this is where we 
found them. 
 
Over the course of 2 or 3 hours we saw all three juveniles and the adult female. We sat and watched while the 
juvenile male, once again, swooped at our trap – still not landing. 
 
A beautiful collision... 
To my fascination, we saw 2 food passes between the adult and her young – something I had never had 
privileged to see before – an apparent collision of Falcons in the sky. 
 
Of course... after we left... 
“Boy did you folks miss the main show. About 5-10 mins after you left the male did approx 15 swoops on the 
trap, we had more food passes, all the fledglings were around most of the time. At one stage we had both the 
male and a female bombing the trap and even had the male land next to, and walk all around, the trap”  

	����	����	

...ahh well. 
 
With 9 falcons trapped and 7 banded, the weekend had been a very successful one and for me... in my 2 days 
in the Kaingaroa Forest, I had witnessed more falcon activity than in my 15 years of interest prior. Being dive 
bombed was quite the experience! 
 
 
�����	�����	
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RANZ AGM, Kaingaroa Forest  Field Trip and 
Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust visit �

(Saturday 25th November to Sunday 3rd December)�
��

1. Main field trip  
  
The main field trip will be held from Saturday 25th November through to Friday 1st 
December. In this week we intend to survey clear- cuts for breeding falcon in Kaingaroa 
forest. We will aim to intensively survey at least the 10 nearest clear- cuts to Te Awa camp 
(in the centre of the forest) with the intention of this becoming an annual event which 
provides RANZ with data to look at long-term population trends in the forest. 
  
People can arrive at any time for the main field trip during the week. But this must be 
organised well in advance as permits are required to enter the forest. Maps to the camp 
ground will be given out on request as details are collected for permits. 
  
There are two options for accommodation: 
  
1. Camping in the forest (at Te Awa camp ground). Here there is a river and a long drop-- 
and that is it, so pretty basic! But it is a popular spot for fishing and a great place to 
relax under the trees in the summer sun (for when people don't feel like chasing around 
after falcons!).  
  
2. Staying in alternative accommodation in Taupo. This is about 45 minutes drive away 
from camp and is also an option for those camping if the weather turns to 
custard. Obviously taking this option this will mean an early start to catch up with those 
going out into the field from Te Awa! 
  
2.a. AGM/ Wingspan visit 
  
The AGM will then be held at Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust in Rotorua on Saturday 2nd 
December. Those that have been in the field will head up Friday night or early Saturday 
morning depending on numbers and those coming from elsewhere can similarly head up to 
Rotorua Friday night or early Saturday morning. Again there are two options for 
accommodation: 
  
1. Camp in the Wingspan grounds. 
2. Find alternative accommodation in Rotorua town (10- 15 minutes drive away) 
  
The program for the Saturday (2nd December) will roughly be: 
  
1. 10.00am aviary tour 
2. 11.00am - 1.00pm AGM  
3. 1.00pm - 2.00pm Lunch 
4. 2.00pm Flying display 
5. 3.00pm aviary tour for those that have not already been around 
6. 4.00pm - 6.00pm talks/ presentations 
7. 6.30pm onwards barbeque in the grounds of Wingspan 
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2.b. Final field trip.  
  
Finally on Sunday (3rd December) there will be another opportunity to visit Kaingaroa 
forest. The provisional program will be: 
  
1. 9.00am meet at Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust 
2. 9.30am leave for Kaingaroa in convoy  
3. Meet up with Massey students for a brief tour in the North end of the forest to see what 
they are up to and to visit an active falcon nest 
4. Head out of the forest no later than 3.00 pm to travel home 
  
Vehicle permits must also be granted for this field trip if personal vehicles are to travel into 
the forest, these must be obtained through RANZ in plenty of time before the field trip. 
  
Please direct all enquiries to the RANZ email address (enquiries@RANZ.org.nz)�
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Finlay Woods photographed this falcon in the Maungawera Valley in October last 

year. Maungawera Valley is located 10 minutes from Wanaka, on the way towards Lake 
Hawea. Finlay reports there was a falcon regularly flying and calling in the Maungawera 
valley over November/December last year and sees them throughout the year. 
  
Finlay’s family also goes to Mou Waho Island on lake Wanaka and report regularly seeing 
falcons in the spring and early summer and occasional food passes. He has also recently seen 
a falcon a number of times at the Wanaka airport. 
 
 

 
 




















