The aim of the association is to further the conservation, study and

management of raptors in New Zealand
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Minutes of the 2006 Annual General Meeting of the
Raptor Association of New Zealand (RANZ)

Date: Saturday, Dec 02, 2006

Location: Wingspan, Paradise Valley Rd, Rotorua

Commenced: 11:08 am

Chair: Richard Seaton

Secretary: Evelyn Bauer

Present: Chris Gay, Steve Lawrence, Dennis Fordham, Richard

Seaton, Noel Hyde, Dave Bell, Susie Curry, Evelyn
Bauer, Andrew Thomas, Jan Hoverd, Gloria Stafford,
Susie Phillips and Laurie Hoverd.

Apologies: Nick Fox, Ted Kirk, Kim Wearne, Rodney Owen, Dawne
Morton, Shane McPherson, John Holloway.

A motion to accept the minutes was moved by Dave Bell and seconded by
Susie Curry.

Matters arising from the minutes

Falcon DNA

The project for the “Identification of Falcon Forms through DNA” is still on the
agenda Peter Richie has not been successful in obtaining funding yet but still
wants to do the project when funding is secured. So samples are still needed
especially from Southern Falcon in the form of feathers and blood. Send
samples and information to John Holland. J.D.Holland@massey.ac.nz

Ongoing project. Update progress Action: Richard Seaton

The subject of database and collection protocol for this project was brought up
at last years AGM. Andrew Fidler has set up the database and he and will
continue to collect data from all sources. Protocols for blood collection and a
standard protocol for field work are in progress.

Action: Andrew, Nick, Richard, Noel, Dave Bell and Evelyn

RANZ image library
Steve has slides and photos that he will select and scan. These will be
available to RANZ members when this project is ready. Contact information
will be provided in a newsletter. Web site images are currently available from
Dave Bell. Sue will look into the possibility of creating a CD with a gallery of
images. We also discussed the use of images for commercial applications and
it was mentioned that a charge of $150.00 per picture could be a standard
charge.

Action: Steve and Sue



Owlcatraz

Steve mentioned that Owlcatraz is currently up for sale and that it is also still
providing incorrect information concerning the New Zealand Morepork. Steve
will bring up this issue at the next CMag meeting mid 2007. It was also
decided that a letter to the minister might be effective. Evelyn to collect all the
written information surrounding the Owilcatraz issue and send it to Richard.
Richard to create a letter to send to the minister.

Action: Evelyn, Richard, Committee

New Logo

Stickers have been produced and one will be sent out to paid up members
this year. Additional stickers will be available for $5.00 each from the RANZ
secretary.

Training Course Contents
The course contents will be divided into areas.
1. Initial Care and notes
2. Rehabilitation
3. Possibly Falconry for advanced RANZ members.
Some future RANZ courses may be linked with Palmerston North Massey
University Avian and Wildlife first aid courses.

Future course may be run early 2007. Possibly in Wanganui. Dave Bell to
contact Dawne about venue. Hopefully the next newsletter will contain details
of course.

Action Dave Bell and Noel

RANZ Website:

The RANZ website went Live 11:20am June 1% 2006. A great effort from Dave
Bell and Matt. Currently RANZ has paid for 2 years hosting and the web
design has been paid for. The web site will continue to develop.

RANZ Library

Please send any library book requests to:

Dennis Fordham

14 Bridge Road

Akatarawa

Upper Hutt

The committee discussed the historical value of newsletters and the possibility
of collecting and binding these for future reference.

The Kestral Award
Went to Dave Bell for his major contributions over the year.



NEW BUSINESS

The Falcons for Grapes Project.

Progress was updated in the last newsletter. Nick has asked for volunteers for
radio tracking and observing. If you are interested contact Nick. See
www.falconsforgrapes.org

Dave Bell’s Falcon study proposal
Data is being collected. A policy on procedures for information sharing is
required.

In progress Action Dave Bell

Free RANZ membership:

Richard suggested that students doing raptor related post graduate research
be given free membership for the duration of their study. The committee
agreed.

RANZ Profile:

Richard suggested that we need to revaluate RANZ future direction and he
felt that RANZ should become more politically active on NZ raptor issues. The
committee members suggested that RANZ profile should be strengthened and
its values expressed. Possibly an article written on RANZ Past and Future and
others on studies done by members submitted to magazines like: The
Ornithological Society, Southern Bird, Forest and Bird, New Zealand
Geographic and possibly some forestry magazines

Action Susi Phillips and Richard Seaton

Election of Officers:
The following were nominated/volunteered and elected unopposed.

Chairman Richard Seaton
Secretary Evelyn Bauer
Treasurer Dawne Morton
Editor Matt Wong and Evelyn Bauer
Librarian Dennis Fordham
Photocopier/Mailer Evelyn Bauer
Executive Shane McPherson

Chris Gay

John Holland

Dave Bell

Sue Curry

Meeting was closed at 12:53pm



2006 CHAIRMANS REPORT.

Once again it has been a busy few months for The Raptor Association with
lots happening. Many of us have been out and about chasing raptors around
the country, busy rehabbing birds, researching, travelling to foreign parts to
work for conservation projects, filming birds, putting transmitters on or staying
at home plugging data into computers into the wee hours. The Kaingaroa field
trip for one was a great success with several people taking the opportunity to
come and see the falcons up close and personal, many getting the obligatory
tickle around the head for their efforts! We ended the week with our AGM at
Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust and we again thank them for their generous
hospitality.

Matters arising at the AGM included the continued development of the RANZ
rehabilitation manual and we hope to run the first of our rehab courses this
year so keep your eye out on the RANZ website for details (these will only be
available to RANZ members at this stage). The national survey was reported
on and at my last update Dave Bell tells me he has over 3000 records logged
in the database, which is nothing short of a mammoth effort by Dave!!! If
RANZ members can continue to help out with this by soliciting and finding
there own records Dave would be very happy to hear from you
(enquiries@ranz.org.nz). This is one way that all of us can contribute greatly
to furthering our knowledge of falcons in New Zealand and | encourage you to
get in contact and see where in particular there is a need for surveys. We also
decided that to encourage students of raptor biology into RANZ that subs
should be waived for the duration of any study involving New Zealand
Raptors.

Another issue arising since the last newsletter is that of wind farms. Power
companies all over New Zealand are developing and assessing potential sites
for wind farms. Some of these are quite controversial and the Raptor
Association has been asked to comment. At this stage the executive feels we
are not able to do this and are considering creating a statement on the issue.
In order to ensure this represents the views of RANZ the executive needs
feedback on what the feelings of our members are (these can be directed to
myself at r.seaton@massey.ac.nz). The issues to discuss can be broadly
summarized as the potential for collision, disturbance and displacement.
Issues with collision centre around the potential for birds to unwittingly strike
turning blades, issues with disturbance involve whether there is potential for
birds to be put off nesting by construction or day to day operations, and issues
with displacement include the potential for the physical loss of suitable habitat
and the effective loss of habitat due to species potentially avoiding the area
because of the turbines. | encourage a healthy debate on this issue and
between now and the next newsletter hope to develop a statement of what we
regard as the issues (not necessarily whether RANZ is for or against wind
farms but a statement of the facts as we see them).

In other raptor work around the country, the falcons for grapes project down in
Marlborough is now in its second year and with a few set backs is now
successfully releasing birds over several vineyards in the region. As usual



volunteers to help with all manner of things would be gratefully received (visit
www.falconsforgrapes.org for more details). This is a rare opportunity to get
involved with hands on conservation of raptors in New Zealand and | urge
every member of RANZ to support this project in whatever way they can. Bird
Rescue Wanganui-Manawatu continues their fantastic work rehabilitating an
unbelievable number of harriers and many other birds every year
(http://www.geocities.com/bird_rescue2001/index.html). And Wingspan Birds
of Prey Trust continues to expand, and their recently installed video cameras
in the aviaries is technology to be in awe of (visit www.wingspan.co.nz for
more details of the trust and its activities)!

Finally, | want to stress the chances available to become involved in raptors in
New Zealand today. There are several projects involving raptors nation wide
and members of RANZ can help in many ways. Whether this be learning how
to pick up an injured bird and transport it safely to a rehabilitation centre,
submitting details of falcon sightings to the RANZ database, writing articles for
magazines, tracking hack released birds or encouraging new members to join
there are many things we can do to expand and achieve our aim.

There are always chances to make a difference!
I look forward to hearing from you

Rich




Financial Report for the
Raptor Association of New Zealand

For the year ending 29/11/2006

Income Expenditure

Balance brought

Forward $2493=86 dhemodation Falcon Work$ 318=00
Subscriptions $ 860=00 Colour Bands for Falcon $ 42=19
Donations $ 60=00 Web Site Setup Costs 985%39
Interest $ 51=75 Bank Fees $ 75=55
Total $3465=61 Subtotal $1421=13
Balance $2044=48

Cheque Account Balance is $ 415=53. Savings account balance is $1628=95

Banding Report for the
Raptor Association of New Zealand

Falcon Banding

Richard Seaton’s PhD study on the Kaingaroa Forest Falcon continued this
year with 45 birds banded.

Banding was a real team effort with not only Richard’s main banding team but
also RANZ members at the Field Meet assisting. Thanks to Shane
McPherson, Matt Clement, David Brill, John Holland, Debbie Stewart, Noel
Hyde, Steve Lawrence, Dave Bell, Susie Curry, Rodney Owen, Laurie Hovard
and Ted Kirk.

Harrier Banding
Dawne Morton banded 20 wild birds and 6 rehab birds.

Recoveries and recaptures

There were no falcon or harrier recoveries (where banded birds have been
found dead) but there were some interesting harrier recaptures.

3 Rehab harriers were recaptured; one had been released in 2003, another
2004 and the other 2005.

A female harrier banded as a juvenile in 1998 was also recaptured.

All birds had been released and recaptured on the same property at Turakina

\‘



AGM and Annual Field Trip 2006
- As Dave remembers it!

The Annual General Meeting and Annual Field Trip for 2006 were haliragspan
Birds of Prey trust and in Kaingaroa Forest from 23 November tac8rbiger 2006.

Annual Field Trip 25 Nov to 1 Dec 06

For the first couple of days Rich and Day
joined a small team from Masse
University, which included John Hollan
and Ed Mont in trying to locate thos
falcons that had satellite transmitte
attached. Time was also taken to view t
research being undertaken by Anc
Thomas (monitoring a falcon nest from h
hide) and James Crowe (time lapse vid
monitoring of a falcon nest).

Rodney joined the fray on Sunday and t
task of finding falcons and new nes
began in earnest. Noel spent Tuesday w
the team, whilst Steve and Dennis made
to T_e _Awa, safely Or,] _ThurSday afternoon Keeping an eye out for those searchers
and joined in the activities.

The objective of the field trip was to add to the data set hettieobreeding and
distribution of the falcon in Kaingaroa Forest and in particularrtiraadiate area of
Te Awa Camp with a target of 10 additional nests to those alleadted by James
and Andy.

Much time was spent, including up to nightfall on two occasions and Rapney

out by himself at dawn one morning, searching compartments for falbensearch
was not helped by four punctures to three vehicles in two days -tbatseew metal.

By conclusion of the field trip, eight additional nests had been ldcano adult
males caught and banded and nine chicks banded. Add to this many otber falc
‘encounters’ and it all added up to be a very successful and enjayptiiad by all.



Annual General Meeting Saturday 2 Dec 06

The Raptor Association of New
Zealand 2006 AGM was held at
Wingspan Birds of Prey Trust in
Paradise Valley, Rotorua. The day
kicked off with a guided tour of the
rehabilitation and captive breeding
facilities for those that had not
previously been to Wingspan.

The ‘formal’ AGM meeting for which
minutes will appear elsewhere to record
discussions held and decisions made
followed the tour.

Ruby on the lure

Everyone then took a wee adjournment for lunch before watching and somg epdi
being part of the daily activity of the flying of resident fals took place. A very
impressive and enjoyable activity not least of all the clos®enter with the falcons
that could be gained.

This was followed up by a number of ‘raptor’ related presentatiomengby
members. Dave Bell gave a talk on the national falcon suniag benducted whilst
Andy Thomas presented material on the Massey University fatsmarch program
followed by information on his and James’ current research in Kaiadgaorest. Noel
Hyde finished off with a talk o his recent re-construction of twadgbéng Owls for
display at Te Papa.

A long day was finished off in true styls
with a few drinks and a tasty Bar-B-C
though it should noted that there was
reasonably early finish this night, nc
like the previous night!

Great hospitality was enjoyed fror
Debbie, Noel and the team at Wingspe
That was greatly appreciated by all a1
went no small way in making this a ver
successful day.

AGM Field Day Sunday 3 Dec 06

A number of circumstances conspired

result in a disappointing turn out for th-

field trip on the Sunday following the NZ Falcon egg

AGM but those that did make the effort had an exciting and veryrdavgaday.



Rich, Dave and Suzi were joined by James and Andy in coveringaddiground,

the aim to find those elusive last two ‘new’ nests too make ogettaf 10. Suzi was
gently introduced to the art of dodging and ducking the dive-bombing of the
protective parent falcons at compartments 1080 and 1086.

Lunch was taken at compartment 1115, sitting in the shade surveyiogs abe

valley to where a pair had nested the year before. Right orjushas everyone had

finished eating a male falcon turned up keking away and the feefakheé nest not
30-40 directly below us on our
side of the valley. Rich and Suzi
at great personnel risk went to
investigate the nest that had four
eggs in.

It was then on to compartment
1023 to try and find that ever
elusive nest number 10 and luck
was going to be with the team
this time. Shortly after arriving
in the middle of this rather large
compartment a falcon was
spotted flying over, kek-king
heard, a second falcon seen and
so the search was on.
After what seemed an age, Rich,
Andy and Suzi returned to the vehicle with three 28 day old chicks, amddend
two male. Banding was quickly completed whilst trying to keep lineks cool in the
shade, before James and Andy returned the chicks to
their nest.

Rich receives a ‘scolding’ from an adult falcol

So a weary but satisfied team split up here with Ar
and James returning to their research projects wit
the rest returned to Rotorua after an eventful day.

The objective of the 2006 Annual Field Trip ¢
finding 10 new nests had been achieved and all tr
involved in all aspects should be well pleased w
that.

2007 Field Trip

Thoughts have already turned to the 2007 field 1

with the possibility of conducting the trip

over an extended weekend (4 days) I  Suziwith the female chick — ‘named’ Aerial
this has yet to be considered and discus (but don't tell Rich we named the chicks)
by the Executive Committee but as the

saying goesvatch this space!

All photographs taken by and used with kind permission of Suzi Rbsll
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RANZ Website
(www.ranz.org.nz )

The RANZ website went live on the Internet on 1 Jun 06 @ approximately
11.20 am. The site was designed and constructed by Webfocus in New
Plymouth, following an outline prepared and approved by the Executive
Committee.

To date (24 Jan 07) there have been a total of 3331 visits to the site, a
monthly and daily average breakdown is as follows;

MonthTotal Visits Daily average
Jun 06 190 6
Jul 06 189 6
Aug 06 358 11
Sep 06 494 16
Oct 06 577 18
Nov 06 571 19
Dec 06 526 16
24 Jan 07 428 18

It is hoped to add more pages and information to the site when time and
finances allow and if anyone has any suggestions they would be most
welcome.

Dave Bell

National Falcon Survey
Following on from the support given at the 2005 RANZ AGM for the concept
of conducting a National Falcon Survey a number of activities have since
been now been undertaken, that have included:

The design and construction of the RANZ website — to enable sighting
records to be submitted electronically.

Producing a database — to effectively store and sort sighting records.

Launching the Survey and the RANZ website at the AGM of the
Ornithological Society of NZ (OSNZ) in Wellington on 3 Jun 06.

Conducting a ‘promotional’ campaign in a variety of magazines and
rural papers to promote the survey.

Liased with other organisations (DOC and OSNZ) to obtain sighting
records.

11



As a result a total of 990 sighting records (as at 24 Jan 07) are now held in
our database, with approximately a further 2000 records (from DOC and
OSNZ) yet to be suitably recorded.

These 990 sighting records span the period from 1962 to the present day and
to illustrate some of the more interesting detail, by way of year, month and
regional breakdown is shown below;
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Chart 1 — Sightings by Year
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Chart 2 — Sightings by Month
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Chart 3 — Sightings by Regional Council Area

Not too much should be read in to these chartherdata at this time,
these have been provided just to give an overvidere are a number of
factors and considerations that need to be maderdeiny serious
analysis can be made.

All RANZ members are asked to keep the sightingsiog, all and every
record is important.

Dave Bell

Breeding biology of the New Zealand Falcon —
A report from the field

By James Crowe

The breeding behaviour of the New Zealand Falcon (Falco novaeseelandiae)
is the focus of two new Massey University studies. Based in Kaingaroa forest,
post-grad students Andy Thomas and James Crowe have been observing
falcon behaviour over the 2006/07 breeding season.

Considered to be in decline, the NZ Falcon is reported to be at risk from the
destruction of its historical habitat - podocarp forests. In recent years,
however, NZ Falcons have been found nesting in clear-cuts in pine
plantations in the central North Island. With the goal of gaining a better
understanding of the species, these two new studies focus on the breeding
biology of falcons in plantation forest.

13



Being ground-nesters in pine forest, falcon nests are able to be studied in
Kaingaroa forest without the need to scale mature podocarps. Key topics to
be examined include:

Male and female incubation and brooding
Feeding rates of chicks

Preferential feeding of male vs. female chicks
Competition amongst chicks

Composition of prey species fed to chicks
Response to extreme weather

Response to predators

Different methods of observation were used for the two studies. Andy used a
spotting scope (27x50) to observe behaviour from within a hide. James used
time-lapse video and an infra-red (night vision) camera to collect a continuous
record of nest activity.

It is still early days for both studies and results are yet to be analysed. The
findings will be discussed in a future RANZ newsletter. Of interest in the
meantime is the twenty-four falcon nests located during the

breeding season. At the time of

writing fourteen have successfully

fledged chicks. Five failed for
various reasons - including wild
pigs, magpies, and abandonment.
One nest unable to confirm failed
or fledged. Four nests remain
active. The details of the above
nest-success results will be made
available to RANZ and will provide
useful data for ongoing studies in

Kaingaroa.

On the topic of finding nests, a big thanks goes out to RANZ for sharing their
time over the RANZ field trip week. Many of the nests were found over this
time thanks to the experience of RANZ members. In particular, thanks to Dave
Bell, Rodney Owen, John Holland, Ed and Midge Minot, Steve Lawrence,
Dennis Fordham, and Suzy Phillips for their help scouting out falcon nests.
Thanks also to Noel Hyde and Debbie Stewart from Wingspan for their
ongoing support and advice. A special thanks to Rich Seaton for sharing his
advice and experience, as well as sharing many hours in the field helping us.
Rich’s support from the planning stage through to the field has been
awesome.

A nest box program was trialled at the beginning of the breeding season. The
aim was to test if falcons would nest in pine trees in artificial nest-structures.
Being ground nesters in pine plantations falcon nests are vulnerable to ground
predators, and disruption due to forestry activities. In the end, the nest boxes
remained vacant, and have since been dismantled. A new design is being

14



worked upon, and a second trial is
planned for the 2007/08 breeding
season. With increasing evidence
of pine plantation as a potential
stronghold for NZ Bush Falcon
populations, the possibility of nest
boxes reducing breeding failures is
an exciting prospect.

Andy will write an article for an upcoming newsletter, outlining his results and
experiences. Of interest will be the outcome of two nests currently still active.
The first nest shares a compartment with a colony of Black-Backed Gulls. The
adult female’s physical condition has been deteriorating by the week, we
suspect due to conflict with the gulls. She is currently brooding two chicks.
The same female did successfully fledge chicks at this site last season. The
second nest initially contained four eggs. With each passing week it was
observed an egg had disappeared. Stoats are known to be in the area. With
one chick in the nest at present we are hopeful it will successfully fledge. The
challenges faced by NZ Falcons are remarkable. Only more remarkable is the
tenacity and determination of falcons to defend their nests. Truly an inspiring
species to study.
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Short Notes

On Saturday at
Gordon Park | was
able to photograph
what | take to be
courtship activity by
harriers. In one of the
frames the lower bird
can be seen with
what is probably food
transferred in flight.

Ormond Torr (OSNZ)

| was up the Godley last weekend with a group of Lincoln Uni students as part
of their degree training. We camped at Sibbald Island that night and next
morning hiked up to about 1000m to look at a waterfall and a view up river. 5
of the group had started their way down about 1020 when a falcon flew in and
perched itself about 20m away from us. | managed to get a few photos before
it continued up river.

Ray & Maree
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